
Historians: 
Study and write about the historical past. Historians 
learn about the past from artifacts and written evidence.  
Historians must evaluate all evidence to decide if it is 
reliable, and interpret the evidence, or explain what it 
means. 

Geographers: 
Study the environment, people, and resources they use. 
Geographers determine the way people live, how they 
have adapted to the environment to survive, and how 
they have altered the environment to make their lives 
easier. They deal with the 5 themes of geography: 
LOCATION, PLACE, HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT 
INTERACTION, MOVEMENT, and REGION. 

 

CULTURE: The way 

of life of a society, 

including its beliefs, 

values, and 

practices. 

 

ARTIFACTS: objects 

made by humans. 

Anthropologists: 
Study the origins and development of 
people and their societies. Most 
focus on the characteristics of human 
culture.             

Archaeologists: 
Study past people and cultures 
through their material remains. 
These remains include buildings and 
artifacts such as tools, weapons, 
pottery, clothing, and jewelry. 
Archaeologists find and analyze 
artifacts to draw conclusions about 
the beliefs, values, and activities of 
our ancestors. 

Economists: 
Study the factors of production and 
the goods and resources of a society. 
These factors include natural 
resources, human resources, and 
capital resources. Economists seek to 
answer 3 basic questions: WHAT TO 
PRODUCE? HOW TO PRODUCE IT? 
FOR WHOM TO PRODUCE IT? 

Social Studies 
Scholars study the past using 

different techniques. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PALEOLITHIC AGE 
Early humans developed during the Paleolithic, or Old Stone Age. 

This lasted from at least 2 million B.C. to about 10,000 B.C. 

Anthropologists have found evidence of the earliest 

known humans in eastern Africa in an area known as 

the Great Rift Valley. Here, Mary and Louis Leakey 

discovered ancient tools and a skull belonging to an 

early human ancestor in Olduvai Gorge. In 1974, 

anthropologist Donald Johanson discovered an almost 

complete early human skeleton, which he named 

“Lucy.” These findings show that humans today had 

ancestors that most likely evolved over millions of years 

in east Africa. The “Out of Africa” theory states that 

after modern homo sapiens developed around 250,000 

to 100,000 years ago, they migrated to other parts of 

the world.  

Life during the Paleolithic Age 
Early modern people were nomads, or people who 

move from place to place to find food. They survived 

by hunting and gathering food. Early people 

depended heavily on their environment for food and 

shelter. They also found ways to adapt their 

surroundings to their needs. Early humans most likely 

practiced animism, or the worship of spirits in nature. 

Cave paintings of animals show their importance to 

life during this time period. 

Technology of the Paleolithic Age 
Early humans made tools and weapons out of the materials 
available – stone, bone, or wood. They built fires for cooking 
and used animal skin for clothing. They eventually also 
developed spoken language, though writing was not invented 
during this time. Some Paleolithic people learned to travel 
across water, which helped them spread to new places such 
as Southeast Asia and Australia. There is evidence that these 
people could have migrated to the Americas by a land bridge 
between Asia and North America. 
 



 

THE NEOLITHIC AGE 
c. 10,000 B.C. 

 

THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION 

The New Stone Age began when nomadic people learned how to farm by planting seeds. People no 

longer needed to roam in search of animals, fish, or plants. They could remain in one place 

throughout the year. As a result, early farmers settled the first permanent villages. They also 

developed entirely new skills and technologies. 

CHANGES FROM THE PALEOLITHIC AGE TO THE NEOLITHIC AGE 
 

     Nomadic hunter gatherers      Settled farmers 

     No permanent settlements     Small villages with walls, mud-brick houses 

     Life depended on availability of food    Growing food for a surplus      

     Limited tools and weaponry made of   First calendars, plows invented to help with 

     stone, bone, and wood                                                   farming 

                                                                                                 Domestication of plants and animals 

                                                                                                 First civilizations  
 


